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Over the past several months, we have heard news of church’s disaffiliating
from the United Methodist Church throughout country.
What is the process for disaffiliation? “Disaffiliation” was only adopted by
the General Conference as a concept in 2019. Under Paragraph 2553 of the Book of
Discipline, a church has “a limited right,” to disaffiliate for “reasons of conscience
regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline
related to the practice of homosexuality.” If the local church says they object to the
provisions related to homosexuality, they have a right to leave and take their real
estate and property with them. But there is an established process, and this entire
passage is time limited. No disaffiliations will be allowed after December 31, 2023.
Each church that is choosing to disaffiliate is doing so because they believe it
is what is right for their congregation. Although the reasons may vary, my stance
has always been and continues to be that of Gamaliel from Acts chapter 5. The
Jewish Council was trying to decide what to do with the disciples of Jesus who were
continuing to spread the word of his resurrection. Gamaliel’s advice to the council is
found in vs 38-39. “I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their
purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not
be able to stop these men; you will find yourself fighting against God.”
I don’t claim to have the right answer when it comes to Biblical Interpretation on matters of Human Sexuality, but as I have looked through the lens of
history, I have seen marginalized groups continue to emerge in every time period
and in every culture. Jesus chose to love the marginalized and the outcast, he chose
to look past their humanity seeing in them the image of the Creator, the same image
given to him.

I have not addressed this conversation in any sort of official way in my time
here at Faubion, but I recognize that it’s one that needs to be brought up. Our
Administrative Council discussed the matter for a brief moment at our last Administrative Council meeting in November. The general consensus, from my point of
view, was that disaffiliation wasn’t something our congregation was interested in
pursuing. This is the same sentiment that I have gotten from many of the individuals in our church family.
If you have any questions, or desire to discuss this matter further, please
reach out to so that we can set up some time to chat.
May God grant you Peace, Joy, Hope a Love throughout this calendar year,
that you may experience life... On Earth as it is in Heaven
Pastor Tim Melin
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Faubion’s November & YTD Financial Position
Latest Month Available
Income: $ 14,599.14
Expenses: $ 12,597.04
General Fund Position: $ 2,002.10

Year to Date
$146,961.85
$138,841.08
$ 8,120.77

Checking Account Balance: $114,482.51
Minus Designated Funds: -$106,556.62
Funds Available for General Use: $ 7,925.89

Apportionments/Other Giving YTD
Conference: $ 6,366.00
District: $ 1,358.00
Mozambique Initiative: $
0.00
Mozambique Extra Mile: $
0.00
UMCOR: $
0.00
Love INC: $ 2,361.00
Other Local Outreach: $ 1,260.00

Foundation Accounts Market Value: 2022 beginning balance $187,610.26 10/31/22 balance: $153,960.52

Did you know?
When the original one-room Faubion Chapel was torn down in 1965, two members
of the congregation retrieved some of the wood and carved and made the beautiful
cross that has been at the front of the sanctuary ever since. ~ Jan Pace

Faubion Women
The Faubion Women and United Methodist Men met for a joint breakfast and program on December
3rd. Our program featured an employee from the Veteran Community Project (aka Tiny Homes for
Vets). Currently there are approximately 37,000 homeless vets in the US. Kansas City has 49 tiny
homes (5 are for families). Most stay about a year and they have an 89% success rate of placing vets
in their own homes and finding jobs and moving forward with their lives. Several cities in the Midwest
are now building their own community for vets. They are privately funded and if you would like more
information please check them out at: https://www.veteranscommunityproject.org/
Tiny Houses for Homeless Veterans | Veterans Community Project
Veterans Community Project builds specialized communities
of tiny homes and services to provide housing stability and
address the underlying causes of Veterans' homelessness.

Cookie / Candy Sale:
Just imagine the entire Fellowship Hall full of candy and cookies and the smell of chili cooking as you
walk through the door. Thank you to everyone who provided us
with cookies, candy, Christmas store items, bought food and
Yes!
worked to set up and during the sale. Also, a big thank you to all
our shoppers. Without each of you the sale would not have been
so successful. The Faubion Women made $1950 after expenses,
best sale we have had yet. This money will be donated to Northland charities. - Abby Call and Carol Burton
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Congregational Care Team
Thank you to the congregation for engaging with the Prayer Shawl Ministry. As
you know the Pastor blesses six shawls on Communion Sunday every month.
These shawls are then hung on the coat rack on the right side of the sanctuary.
There is a log book on a credenza just inside the double glass doors by the
rocker by the coat rack that needs to be filled out each time you take a shawl.
We know how many shawls are being taken so we can replenish, and we also
know to put that person on the Care Team prayer list.
We can always use yarn and there is a tub in the narthex to place it in. If you
would like to make shawls please make sure they are approximately 60 inches
wide and at least 15 inches long. We did receive some small shawls that could be used for children. If
you need a pattern or yarn or needles or hooks please let me know.

Also there are lapghans in the Library on each rocker should you want to wrap up and read in a quiet
place. There is a basket in the Chapel with lapghans should you need to wrap up in one during the
church service. Please return it to the Chapel. ~ Abby Call
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Care Team continues to provide out reach to our church members.
Lord, We may not be the strongest, the fastest, the smartest, or the most
beautiful, but we know you can still use us in a powerful way. Teach us
that the abilities you have given us are only maximized when they are
used for your purpose. Please reveal to us our abilities and our spiritual gifts. We want to learn how to
use those gifts for you, not just ourselves, so we can realize what it means to honor and serve you.
Show us how to fit our abilities into your plan, so that our lives will yield great results in your eyes.
Taken from 365 pocket prayers
Luke 12:48
When someone has been given much, much will be required in return; and
when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be required.
Marie Madinger

It’s Paperbowl Season!




Every year, during the NFL play
offs, the Faubion congregation
rallies to collect paper goods to off- 
set expenses. This year we need:









For more
Air Fresheners
Copy Paper 8.5 x 11” info: see 
Cups - 8 oz coffee Carol Burton
Cups - 9 oz clear for cold drinks
Dish Soap - Dawn, 24 or 28 oz
Hand Soap - kitchen/bathrooms

Paper Plates - small dessert, 7”
Trash Bags - 13 gal, tall kitchen
Trash Bags - 55 gallon
Ziplock Bags - gallon,
20, 40 or 60 count
Ziplock Bags - quart,
20, 40 or 60 count
Ziplock Bags - sandwich, 50 or 100 count
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Friday
Faithful
Friends
Stay tuned
for more news
from Darlene,
Peggy Chase and
Marie because they
are up to something and
you will not want to miss
out on the food, fun and
fellowship. We will continues our study on the
women of the bible. We
will keep you posted on
the date we will start in
2023. All women are
invited to join us. - Marie
Peggy and Darlene.

From Faubion Memoirs
book by the History Committee

I Was A Teenage Organist
By Eva Allen - Pt. 102

The other big change was
the introduction of the new
hymnal in about 1966. This
new hymnal (which is now
about to be replaced again)
featured hymns in lower more
‘singable’ keys, and included
such favorites as ‘How Great
Thou Art,” “Go Tell It On the
Mountain,’ and ‘Let Us Break
Bread Together,” which had
never been in the Methodist
hymnal before. Soon after we
started using the hymnal, the
choir began a ‘hymn of the

month’ program in an effort to
teach new hymns. The first
Sunday of the month, the
choir would sing the new hymn
as an anthem, and each Sunday
after that, the whole congregation would sing it. This program had moderate success,
but mostly we just sang our
old favorites.
Dianne Ridgley directed
the adult choir for a while
after I became the organist,
but later Rosalee Childress
took over and directed for
several years. The choir was
composed of a loyal band of
volunteers who came faithfully
on Wednesday nights and
Sunday mornings, winter and
summer, year after year.

The choir members weren’t
always the same during the
four years I played organ, but
the ones I particularly remember were Delores and Harry
Pence, Vera and Ed Llafet,
Elaine and Rex Nall, Janice
and Art Pace, Don Childress,
Darrell Pigmen, Evelyn and
Warren Pace, Virginia Holt,
Jean Chandler Straub, Janice
Chandler Williams, Rosemary
Bridger, and Sharon Meek
Young. (To be continued)...

3. To confess
Jesus Christ
as Savior,
put their
whole trust
in his grace,
and promise
to serve him
as their Lord;

THE BAPTISMAL AND

MEMBERSHIP VOWS OF THE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

When persons unite as professing members with
a local United Methodist church, they profess
their faith in God, the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth; in Jesus Christ his only Son;
and in the Holy Spirit. Thus, they make known
their desire to live their daily lives as disciples of
Jesus Christ. They covenant together with God
and with the members of the local church to
keep the vows which are a part of the order of
confirmation and reception into the Church:

4. To remain faithful members of Christ’s holy
church and serve as Christ’s representatives
in the world;

5. To be loyal to Christ through The United
Methodist Church and do all in their power
to strengthen its ministries;
6. To faithfully participate in its ministries by
their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their
service, and their witness;

1. To renounce the spiritual forces of
wickedness, reject the evil powers of the
world, and repent of their sin;

7. To receive and profess the Christian faith as
contained in the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments.

2. To accept the freedom and power God gives
them to resist evil, injustice, and oppression;

The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church - 2016
¶217. Membership Vows
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5th Sundays are designated for special offerings to the Benevolence Fund. This is
money that we use to help local people in need, including Love INC, which we donate
to each month. Be sure to mark your check or envelope for “Benevolence” and you
may put it in the offering plate or in the benevolence special box.

Lives were changed because you gave
LIVES WERE CHANGED, AND DIAPERS TOO. Because of Friends Like You...
Love INC of Clay County was able to help 112 families, made up of 405 individuals. We distributed
$3,167 worth of personal care and household cleaning items (to include more than 4,488 diapers).
Your gifts also helped 22 families with $16,798 in rent and utility, helping them avoid an eviction and
keeping their utilities connected.

Love INC exists because faithful churches and donors consistently give, month after month and year
after year, to provide a solid, reliable level of funding that insures our stability over time. If you are
already a donor and your church is already a partner, please accept our sincere thanks. If not, join
with us today and help make an impact on
your community that has eternal rewards.
David Rathbun, Executive Director

Going Home - Friends, please join us in extending our sympathies to the families of the following.
Gary Clevenger passed away on December 17th at the age of 90. Gary
joined into full membership at Faubion UMC in July of 2018 and spent his
later days in a Mission, Kansas care facility. He was preceded in death
by his wife, a sister and a son. Gary was survived by a sister, two sons, 5
grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren. During his life, he served in Korea
and was awarded several medals. Gary worked as a switchman for Sante Fe
Railroad and enjoyed square dancing. He was an active and dedicated member of the First United Methodist Church in North Kansas City and volunteered in a variety of service
projects. A visitation and memorial service were held on December 30th, 2022 at White Chapel in
Gladstone. His burial took place at Evergreen Cemetery, Braymer, Missouri.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mike Webber passed away on December 28th from a sudden heart attack at the age of 80. Mike
was a longtime member of McMurry UMC in Claycomo, but attended Faubion UMC with his wife Lorie
Weber, for the past few years.
His services will be a celebration of life for a true believer, on January 29th, after the worship service at
McMurry UMC, at about 11:15-11:30am. The family will cater a meal for everyone wanting to attend
and memories will be shared. Rev. Kyle Hern will be the minister to speak, and Noel Chase will offer
the prayer before the meal and shared memories. We will then proceed to the McMurry Columbarium
where his ashes will be interred with a scripture and prayer. White Chapel will be publishing his obituary after a short notice in The KC Star.
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January Calendar Highlights
Birthdays
DeEtta
Anita
Marlene
Olive

Jacobs
Mutch
Dinkmeyer
Kelley

16-Jan
16-Jan
19-Jan
22-Jan

Lowell
Zach
Larry
Arletta

Parks
Berg
Reed
Ownbey

24-Jan
24-Jan
24-Jan
25-Jan

We don’t want to miss your SPECIAL DAY! If you have recently become a church member or
attend regularly, please give our secretary your, (and your spouse’s) birthday, and if applicable, your
anniversary date. Don’t worry - we won’t share the year you were born with anyone!

SOUPER Valentine Party coming Saturday, February 11, at 5:30!
Mark your calendars, more information will follow - Peggy Chase

From Faubion’s Calendar and From the Official UMC Program Calendar
This Month
Planning and Suggested Activities
Next Month
January - Call to Prayer & Self-Denial thru March

February - Black History Month

1 - New Year’s Day
1 - Epiphany Sunday
1 - Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus
2 - Office Closed
8 - Baptism of the Lord
8 - Membership Sunday
11 - Human Trafficking Awareness Day
14 - Paper Bowl Begins
15 - Human Relations Day
16 - MLK Day - Office Closed
18 - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
21 or 22 - Charge Conference
26 - Year End Reports Due
29 - 5th Sunday Potluck Dinner
29 - 5th Sunday Collection for Benevolence

12 - Scouting Ministries Sunday
12 - Paper Bowl Finally
14 - Valentines Day
18 - Baby Grace Open House
19 - Transfiguration of the Lord
20 - President’s Day
22 - Ash Wednesday
26 - First Sunday of Lent

Reaching Everyone When requesting that a message to be sent out to the conger gation, please submit your information in writing to the church office so that it’s
complete, it’s correct and it will reach exactly the right people. T URN IN YOUR ARTICLES
FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER BY JANUARY 20 TH . T HANK YOU !
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